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PLATE n. 

This plate will_give some idea of the success which attended the 
injection of the left side of the head and neck. Most of the more 
considerable vessels are here delineated, but the beauty of the pre¬ 
paration far surpasses the plate in the minuteness with which the 
vessels are filled. All these are preternaturally enlarged. Only a 
few of the arteries which are most enlarged, will be referred to in 
the explanation of this plate. There is no variety in the course or 
distribution of the arteries. 

Ti^. 1. The two portions of the stcrno-clcido mastoxdeus muscle. 

2. Left carotid as large as the innominate. 

3. Left subclavian artery external to the scalcni muscles. 

4. Superior thyroid artery. 

5. Labial artery much enlarged. 

6. Mental artery twice its common size. 

7 . Par vagum raised up, and seen crossing the carotid artery. 

8. Arch of the aorta. 

New York, Oct. 10/A, 1830. 


Abt. III. Case of Cancer cured by repeated Excisions and a Diet of 
Indian Com, 7.ea mays, Linn. By Leonard Peirce, M. B. of 
Sutton, Mass. 

I IIE pathology and treatment of cancer are still involved in much 
uncertainty. The investigation of its causes with the best mode of 
treatment has for a long period of time employed some of the ablest 
minds of which the profession can boast. But notwithstanding the 
numerous explanations which have been given of its causes, and the 
still more numerous methods of cure, embracing nearly every va¬ 
riety from the most simple and cautious to the most complicated*, the 
disease is still where it was centuries ago, in the first rank of the 
most formidable and terrifying of human maladies. Its bare name is 
associated with almost certain death; at the first intimation of its ap¬ 
proach, life recoils with a wish that it had never been called into be- 
ing; and od its actual existence, fortitude itself vanishes and leaves 
the mind a prey to the most gloomy anticipations. Whoever shall be 
so fortunate as to point out a method of treatment which will ordina¬ 
rily prove successful, may rest satisfied, that without any other mo¬ 
nument, his name will be remembered with gratitude in all enlight¬ 
ened countries, so long as cancer shall continue to afflict his fellow 
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creatures. However unsuccessful the efforts of surgeons may have 
been, it is still their duty never to relax their labours so long as a 
chance remains for improvement. 

In offering a history of the following case to the profession, I shall 
not perhaps present any thing entirely new, yet I believe some por¬ 
tion of the treatment is different from any which has ever been re¬ 
commended by writers on the subject, and from the entire success 
which seems to have attended it, is entitled to a respectful consider¬ 
ation. But should I fail of presenting any thing new, and offer no¬ 
thing but the details of an ordinary case, I shall readily be pardoned 
for the interest I may manifest in its relation from the subject of it 
being my mother. Sufficient time has elapsed since the last operation 
to inspire considerable confidence in the success of this course of 
treatment, and should it be adopted by others, it is hoped the result 
will be made public. 

The disease was in the right breast. She first discovered a tumour 
about the size of a chestnut, in September,' 1825, at which time she 
was in her sixty-second year. On the following March she consulted 
me, and I recommended its removal, but on the recommendation of 
Dr Smith, of this town, concluded first to try the effects of iodine. 
I commenced with fifteen drops of the tincture of iodine three times a 
day, in a little molasses and water, and gradually increased the dose 
to eleven drops. At tire same time the iodine ointment was applied 
to the whole breast two or three times a day. This treatment was 
continued for several weeks, and the tumour continued to grow, at¬ 
tended with lancinating pains in the breast and axilla, and it was 
thought by Drs. Greene and Heywood. of Worcester, and Dr. 
Smith, of this town, that its removal should be delayed no longer. 
It was removed on the 29th of May, 1826, by Dr. John Greene, assisted 
by Drs. Heywood, Smith, and myself. The patient sat in a chair with 
the arms carried back by an assistant, but otherwise remained at li¬ 
berty during the whole operation, which she bore with remarkable 
fortitude. The head rested upon a pillow supported by myself. Two 
incisions were made in the direction of the axilla and sternum, in¬ 
cluding sufficient width of skin to make a level surface after the 
gland was removed, the whole of which was taken away, together 
with a part of tire facia covering the pectoral muscle. The lips of 
the wound were drawn together with adhesive straps and dressed 
with simple cerate. This wound healed without any difficulty, and 
in the usual time. 

After recovery from this operation, her health remained as good as 
usual, until the winter of 1826 and 7, when another tumour appear- 
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ed just beneath the cicatrix, attended with pains darting into the ax¬ 
illa, as in the first tumour. Similar pains were now felt in the neck 
of the uterus. No medical treatment was now adopted, and the only 
reliance was upon the scalpel. It was removed on the 5th of April, 
1827", by Dr. Smith, assisted by myself. A simple incision was 
made, the tumour not being more than an inch in diameter. The 
wound was dressed with adhesive straps and cerate as before, and 
the dressings renewed every day. It showed but little disposition to 
heal, and luxuriant granulations shot up from every part of it, and 
a veiy little purulent matter was discharged. Within a few weeks 
from the removal of the last tumour, two others appeared in the 
neighbourhood of the wound, increased rapidly, soon ulcerated, unit¬ 
ed with the granulations, and formed a hemispherical tumour, which 
was slightly elevated above the surrounding skin, and seemed to rest 
on a partial peduncle. The centre of the tumour appeared to increase 
faster than the borders, which were thus made tense and turned in 
towards the peduncle. The whole surface of the tumour had an ex¬ 
ceedingly jagged and angry appearance. It would bleed on the 
slightest injury, and often without any hurt whatever. The discharge 
was not now at all purulent, but watery, giving to the dressings a 
very slight tinge of yellow and rendering them a very little stiff when 
dry. Whenever this discharge came in contact with the sound skin, 
it produced an intense smarting, and unless immediately wiped off 
would excoriate. If the dressings were suffered to remain after they 
became wet with the discharges, the pain was increased to an insuf¬ 
ferable degree, and she was obliged to change them every ten or fif¬ 
teen minutes during the whole time. The pain in the tumour and 
axilla had now become exceedingly severe and almost uninterrupted; 
it was severe but less constant in the neck of the uterus. Death now 
seemed to be the inevitable consequence of the disease. All the ap¬ 
pearances were more unfavourable than heretofore, and she declined 
having it removed again, from a belief that it would be attended with 
no better result than before, and that it would only add to her suf¬ 
ferings, which must soon terminate her life. I now wrote to Profes¬ 
sor Smith, of Yale College, whose pupil I had been, giving him a 
history of the case, with the treatment which had been pursued, re¬ 
questing his opinion of the case. He replied as follows:— 

'•New Haven, Jug. 11,1827. 

“Dun Sin,—Yours of the 1st insL has been received. Respecting your mo¬ 
ther’s case, I would advise to remove all the tumour at once. 1 once removed 
a cancerous breast which weighed seven and a half pounds. Several tumours 


52 Peirce’s Case of Cancer. 

arose afterwards in the neighbourhood of the cicatrix, which were removed, 
and the woman is now living and well. 

“After removing the tumour.-, I would put her upon a vegetable diet, and 
not allow her to taste animal fr-od for a year at least. I should like to have he: 
live some time on green corn nnd water. She may boil it or roastit as she likes 
it best, or she may cut it off the cob and boil it in water and season it with sal: 
and eat it in that way. If you cut it from the cob do it as follows. Take the ca: 
fresh picked, and having a pan of cold water, put the end of the ear on the 
bottom of the pan, and with a knife cut off the corn and let it fall into the wa¬ 
ter. Scrape the cob with the knife and plunge it in the water, and wash out 
all the milk that adheres to it. I have found that a diet of Indian corn is very fa¬ 
vourable to cancerous patients. 

“I would give the following medicine:—R. Red oxide of iron, 513 s.; Ext. 
conium, gss.; simp, syrup, q. s.—Mix and make twelve pills to a draclim. Dose 
to commence with three pills morning, noon, and night, and increase the dose 
to as large a quantity as she can bear on account of the conium. • • • • 

“ I am, with sentiments of esteem, your friend, Sac. 

“NATHAN SMITH. 

“ LxoxxnD Vcincr, M. D.” 

She would not yet consent to the removal of the tumour, but com¬ 
menced immediately with the diet, which she most rigidly adhered 
to. The corn was prepared by cutting it from the cob and boiling it 
as directed. She used the oxide of iron and conium in as large 
quantities as she could bear. 

Drs. Green and Smith were now called, who united with the opi¬ 
nion of Professor Smith in recommending its removal, to which she 
finally consented, more however in deference to the opinions of her 
advisers, than from a belief that it would arrest the disease. She 
now had an attack of the dysentery, from which she did not recover 
for two or three weeks. During the acute stage of this disease the 
discharge from the cancer considerably abated, but was not other¬ 
wise affected. On the 13th of September she had so far recovered as 
to be able to submit to the operation. At this time the tumour was 
larger than the breast, whose place it occupied, and it had for more 
than two months bled from one to three ounces daily. The skin 
around the base or peduncle, which was now nearly four inches in 
diameter, was so diseased as to require its removal to the distance 
of nearly an inch on each side of it. Her health was very feeble from 
previous suffering, and much doubt was entertained of her surviving 
the operation. She was seated in a chair as at first, and supported 
but not confined by assistants as before. Dr. Greene operated, as¬ 
sisted by Drs. Heywood, Smith, and myself. Two incisions were 
made, meeting at the sternum and axilla. The tumour was cautious- 
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ly and with much dexterity dissected from the pectoral muscle which 
appeared to be perfectly sound and healthy. It was thought that 
could the lips of the wound be brought together, it would he more 
likely to heal than it would if a large surface was left uncovered by- 
skin. By considerable effort the lips were brought together, and con¬ 
fined by the interrupted suture and adhesive straps. This put the 
skin so violently upon the stretch, that her head, neck, and shoul¬ 
ders were drawn obliquely forwards and downwards, which occasion¬ 
ed for a time severe pain. The operation was performed about three 
o’clock in the afternoon, and notwithstanding the force used in the 
dressing, she passed the succeeding night more comfortably than she 
had any night for six yvceks before. 

Nothing unfavourable took place to interrupt the healing of this 
wound, except some slight granulations shooting upon its edges, which 
were reduced by the daily application of nitrate of silver. It soon 
entirely healed, and formed a round cicatrix, and the pains in the 
axilla and uterus had entirely subsided. She had up to this time most 
rigidly adhered to her prescribed diet, eating nothing but boiled com 
seasoned with salt, and drinking nothing but simple and cool drinks. 
The pills were omitted after the operation. She was fully convinced 
that she was deriving essential benefit from her diet, and notwith¬ 
standing the severe self-denial it imposed upon her, most cheerfully 
submitted and clung to it as her only hope. 

When corn was in a fit state to boil, she had a large quantity of it 
gathered, boiled, dried in the sun, and laid up for future use.' Pre¬ 
pared in this way it xvould not receive injury by keeping, and re¬ 
tained the flavour of corn fresh picked. On this she subsisted till the 
next season for green corn returned, when she supplied herself an-ain 
from the field, and continued its use during the season for it. She 
then began the use of boiled ripe corn, sometimes boiling it as it 
came from the cob; at others having it cracked in the mill, and made 
into homony, which she cat with molasses. She frequently eat, in¬ 
stead of the corn, bread made of Indian meal, mixed with water, and 
baked by the fire. 

She noyv attempted the use of animal food, by barely tasting it, 
but was obliged to abandon it at once, as it produced pains in the 
axilla, similar to those she had felt in the cancer. It likewise made 
her mouth and throat sore. The attempt was several times renewed 
at intervals of several months, but always with similar results. 
Roasted potatoes agree with her well. She occasionally eats fish 
sparingly. She continues her diet to this time, and most studiously 
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avoids all kinds of animal food, all kinds of distilled or fermented 
liquors, spices of every kind, and all hot and heating drinks. Exercise 
and mental emotions, for a considerable time after the last operation, 
produced effects similar to those of animal food, and she most se¬ 
dulously avoided them. She has never deprived herself the use of 
tea, but always takes it cool, and in limited quantities. From the 
time she began to diet, the alvine discharges were thin and watery, 
and continued so long as she confined herself to green corn. They 
were likewise, for a considerable time, hot and excoriating. AY ithin 
a few months from the last operation, she was able to sit erect, and 
had a tolerably free use of her right arm, and its motions are non 
entirely free. During the time she confined herself to green corn, 
her strength was so feeble that she was unable to perform any manual 
labour, but took the general superintendence of her household affairs. 
After she began the use of ripe corn, and eat bread and other vege¬ 
tables, her strength increased so much that she was able to do some 
light work. At present, her health is as good as before she was 
afflicted with cancer, and she has become so accustomed to her diet, 
that she enjoys it as well as she would a more generous one. 

There have been other cases of cancer in which two or three ope¬ 
rations have been performed, and the disease subdued. But from 
the obstinacy of the disease in this case; its increased violence after 
the second operation; and from a total inability to resume her former 
diet, the conclusion seems to be, that without the diet she would neve: 
have recovered. Had the diet been commenced immediately after the 
first operation, I have no doubt but the result would have been equally 
favourable, and have prevented a vast deal of suffering. Covering 
the wound with the skin, by drawing the edges together, was un¬ 
doubtedly a wise precaution against the growth of morbid granula¬ 
tions, and I think should not be neglected in similar cases. It may 
seem impracticable to those who have not made the experiment, to 
close an opening of six or seven inches in width, where the skin is 
no more yielding than it is about the upper part of the chest, and on 
the side, and abdomen; but by a little bending of the body, with 
some inclination of the head and shoulder, it may be accomplished 
without difficulty, and the pain it occasions is but transient. It war 
done, 1 believe, at the suggestion of Dr. Greene. The adhesive 
straps used in the dressings, were the wove ones, which arc much 
the best for wounds of this description, as they permit the discharge 
of pus, &c. and the renewal of the dressings of cerate without being 
removed. 
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The accompanying drawing re¬ 
presents this strap. It consists of 
four pieces of muslin, united by 
threads, which interlace in the 
way shown in the drawing. The 
figure is about one-fourth the ne¬ 
cessary size for the straps. This 
strap is used by spreading the 
under side of each part of it with 
plaster, then place the two under 

ones upon the sound skin, so that the ends to which the threads are 
attached maybe about three lines from the edges of the wound; then 
draw the upper ones until the edges of the wound come together, 
when they are to be pressed down upon the under ones, and this 
confines the whole. 


Sutton, Mass. March , 1831. 


Art. IV. On a New Practice in Acute and Chronic Rheumatism. By 

J. K. Mitchell, M. I), one of the attending Physicians of the 

Pennsylvania Hospital. 

In the autumn of 182 /, a patient affected with caries of the spine, 
was suddenly attacked with all the usual symptoms of acute rheuma¬ 
tism of the lower extremities. One ankle,'and. the knee of the oppo¬ 
site leg tumefied, red, hot, and painful, afforded as fair a specimen 
of that disease in its acute stage as is usually met with. The usual 
treatment by leeches, purgatives, and cooling diaphoretics, with 
evaporating lotions, had the effect of transferring the symptoms to 
the other ankle and knee, and finally to the hip. Disappointed in 
the treatment, I began to suspect that the cause of the irritation 
might lie in the affected spine. The difiiculty of cure, the transfer 
of irritation from one part of the lower extremities to another, with¬ 
out any sensible diminution of disease, and the fact of the existence 
of caries in the lumbar vertebra, which lie near the origin of the 
nerves of the lower extremities, rendered probable the opinion, that 
in the spinal marrow lay the cause of this apparently indomitable and 
migratory inflammation. Under this impression, I caused leeches to 
be applied to the lumbar curve, and followed them by a blister, 
placed on the same spot. Relief promptly followed these remedies, 
and the pain ceasing to be felt in the limbs, was perceived only in 



